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3 of 3 review helpful A remarkable and fascinating reinvention of a classic By Glenn J Shea We return to Birbhum 
which in the nineteenth century saw the birth of the protean figure of modern Indian literature Rabindranath Tagore 
poet playwright songwriter folklorist educational reformer Nobel laureate In 1912 in his fifties and with a large body 
of Bengali language poetry behind him Tagore translated a book of Described by Rabindranath Tagore as revelations 
of my true self the poems and songs of Gitanjali established the writer s literary talent worldwide They include 
eloquent sonnets such as the famous Where the mind is without fear and poems that are intense explorations of love 
faith and nature and tender evocations of childhood William Radice s new translation renders with beauty and 
precision the poetic rhythm and intensity of the Bengali originals In hi About the Author Rabindranath Tagore was 
born in 1861 He was the fourteenth child of Debendranath Tagore head of the Brahmo Samaj The family house at 
Jorasanko was a hive of cultural and intellectual activity and Tagore started writing at an early age In the 
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