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12 of 12 review helpful Thought provoking book written for a broad audience By Tim Bartik This is a well written and 
thoughtful book that argues that reverence is a necessary virtue Woodruff s definition of reverence is that it is the well 
developed capacity to have the feelings of awe respect and shame when these are the right feelings to have But 
reverence for what What is particularly distinctive in thi Reverence is an ancient virtue that survives among us in half 
forgotten patterns of civility and moments of inarticulate awe Reverence gives meaning to much that we do yet the 
word has almost passed out of our vocabulary Reverence says philosopher and classicist Paul Woodruff begins in an 
understanding of human limitations From this grows the capacity to be in awe of whatever we believe lies outside our 
control God truth justice nature even death It This book by Paul Woodruff is a delight in part from the beauty and 
pertinence of the poetry that Woodruff brings in to illuminate his discussion and from the charm added by his 
explications His prose is a joy as he illustrates the various facets of revere 
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