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4 of 4 review helpful An Early Father of the Enlightenment By Misanthrope trade Published in 2007 this is the most 
recent translation of the Theological Political Treatise by Spinoza This is not considered his major work Ethics is but 
is still an enormous accomplishment for someone writing in the 17th century In this volume Spinoza outlines many 
things regarding religion and politics an unusual amalgam Spinoza s Theological Political Treatise 1670 is one of the 
most important philosophical works of the early modern period In it Spinoza discusses at length the historical 
circumstances of the composition and transmission of the Bible demonstrating the fallibility of both its authors and its 
interpreters He argues that free enquiry is not only consistent with the security and prosperity of a state but actually 
essential to them and that such freedom flourishes best About the Author Jonathan Israel is Professor of Modern 
European History at the Institute for Advanced Study Princeton He is author of Radical Enlightenment Philosophy and 
the Making of Modernity 1650 1750 2001 Michael Silverthorne is Honorary U 
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