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purpose medicine is traditionally considered a healing profession but it has neither an operational definition of healing 
nor an explanation of its mechanisms beyond the meaning of life or the answer to the question quot;what is the 
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meaning of lifequot; pertains to the significance of living or existence in general Suffering and the Search for 
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approaches people have taken regarding suffering He pointed out the positive aspects of each approach and its 
weaknesses A new insight for me was the distinctions he made among the ways people view or experience suffering 
according to whether the suffering is happening to them you or me He concludes not with Suffering is a philosophical 
problem but it is much more It is deeply personal Why is this happening to me How can I respond to friends and 
family in pain and loss and to people in my care Richard Rice guides readers through the seven most significant 
theodicies approaches that have been used to make sense of suffering in light of God s justice or control He considers 
the strengths and weaknesses of each option while always guiding us toward greater The why me why now question is 
probably the most common response of people undergoing serious illness or loss There are no answers to these 
questions just the assurance that with time and in the presence of compassionate clinicians chaplains and loved 
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