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5 of 6 review helpful A much needed analysis of modern epistemology and its creation of modern atheism By Brent 
Hyman s history is hardly a who s who of modern atheists Rather it traces the route by which modern epistemological 
discussion produced atheism Hyman contends that the God the atheist rejects and the theist defends is a distinctly 
modern concept whose identity was shaped by subjectivist Enlightenment epistemo The last few years have seen a 
remarkable surge of popular interest in the topic of atheism Books about atheism by writers like Richard Dawkins and 
Christopher Hitchens have figured prominently in bestseller lists and have attracted widespread discussion in the 
media The ubiquity of public debates about atheism especially in conscious opposition to the perceived social threat 
posed by faith and religion has been startling However as Gavin Hyman points out despi Gavin Hyman offers a much 
needed analysis and evaluation of the atheism that arose during the Enlightenment and extended itself into the modern 
and contemporary periods He does so with a fairness and balance that illumines the subject rather than obfuscates 
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